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This communication is responsive to a RCE request filed on 02/15/2005 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was 
made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall 
not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 3, 4-6, 8-11, 15, 21-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Tsuyoshi et al. (US 5,218,599) in view of Nakano (US 5,805,563). 

Tsuyoshi et al., according to Figs. 3-9, shows a recording medium comprising 
respective program data on on the first and second sides of the medium (see area C in Figs 
8-9); and a first area on the first side (see area 35 in ROM information area) and a second 
area (see area 36 in RAM information area), each the area having disposed thereon 
distinctive laser encoded data representing information identifying the respective program 
area data, the first area and the second area being disposed between the center of the 
recording medium and outer circumference (see areas 35 and 36 are disposed between area 
C and outer circumference of the disk), the respective program data being disposed outside 
the outer the outer circumference, and the first and second areas occupying non- 
overlapping positions with respect to each other (see column 9, lines 13-26). However, 
Tsuyoshi et al. do not show the recording medium having a double-sided recording 
medium. Nakano, according to Figs. 7-9, teaches the use of the disk with various 
reproduction types such as one-side reproduction type (see DVD in Fig. 8), a double-side 
reproduction type (see. DVD in Fig. 9). It has been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the disc structure of each type of 
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DVD disclosed by Nakano into the recording/reproduction apparatus of Tsuyoshi et al. in 
order to improve recording/reproducing data on a recording medium with high accuracy 
and quality. 

Regarding claim 3, see the rejection above and further Fig. 9 of USPN 5,218,599 
which show a recording medium wherein the first has substantially the same inner and 
outer circumferences but a different angular position from the second area (see areas 35 
and 36 in Fig. 9). 

Regarding claim 4, see the rejection above and further Figs. 1, 3 and 9 of USPN 
5,218,599 which show a recording medium wherein the first and second areas are 
positioned as concentric rings with respective each other (see column 4, line 64 through 
column 5, line 4). 

Regarding claim 5, see the rejection above and further Figs. 7-9 of USPN 5,805,563 
which show a recording medium is DVD disk. 

Regarding claim 6, see the rejection applied to claim 1 above. 

Regarding claim 8, see the rejection applied to claim 3 above. 

Regarding claim 9, see the rejection applied to claim 4 above. 

Regarding claim 10, see the rejection applied to claim 5 above. 

Regarding claim 11, see the rejection applied to claim 1 above and Figs. 8-9 of 
USPN 5,218,599 which show the first and second layers are on the same side of the 
medium. 

Regarding claim 15, see the rejection applied to claim 1 above and further see Figs. 
3-9 of USPN 5,218,599 which show an apparatus (see Fig. 3) for laser encoding a first and 
a second selectively distinctive codes on a recording medium, comprising: means for 
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recording a first individualized code in a first predetermined positioned and in a first pre- 
selected layer on the recording medium, the first individualized code being associated with 
first program data (see area 35 in ROM information area in Fig. 9); and means for 
encoding a second individualized code in a second pre-selected position and in a second 
pre-selected layer of the recording medium (see area 36 in RAM information in Fig. 9), the 
second individualized code being associated with second program data, the first area and 
the second area being disposed between the center of recording medium and an outer 
circumference, the first area and second area occupying non-overlapping positions with 
respect to each other (see disclosure of Figs. 3 and 9 for details). 

Regarding claim 21, see the rejection applied to claims above and further see Figs. 
3-9 of USPN 5,218,599 which show a optical disk having a first recording area where first 
main data are recorded in the forms of pits (see ROM information area in Figs. 8-9), and a 
second recording area (area 35) which is predetermined area in the first recording area, 
where a plurality of a reflection film are removed partially, so that first identification data 
is recorded for associating with the first main data, the optical disk being characterized by: 
a third recording area for recording second main data and a fourth recording area where a 
plurality of reflection film are removed partially, so a second identification data (area 36), 
which is distinctive with respect to the first identification data, is recorded for associating 
with the second main data (RAM information in Figs. 8-9), the second recording area and 
the fourth recording area being disposed between the center of the recording medium and 
an outer circumference, the first recording area and the third recording area being disposed 
outside the outer circumference, and the second recording area and the fourth recording 
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area occupying non-overlapping positions with respect to each other (see the rejection 
applied to claim 1 above). 

Regarding claim 22, see the rejection applied to claim 15 above. 

Regarding claim 23, see the rejection applied to claim 1 1 above. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 12 and 13 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claims 12 and 13 are allowable over the prior art of record because all cited 
references, considered as closest prior art and viewed in combination or individual, fails to 
suggest or fairly teach a recording medium including a combination of all features as 
particularly recited in each of claims 12 and 13. 

Claims 19 and 20 are allowed over the prior art of record because all cited 
references, considered as closest prior art and viewed in combination or individual, fails to 
suggest or fairly teach a method for processing a disk including a combination of all 
features as recited in claim 19. Claim 20 falls with its respective parent claim. 

Cited References 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The cited references relate to the structure of the double-side/two 
recording-layer medium, a method and an apparatus for recording and reproduction of 
information on the recording medium. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bach Q. Vuong whose telephone number is (571) 272-7596. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Korzuch can be reached on (571) 272-5789. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866- 
217-9197 (toll-free). 



BV 

April 25, 2005 




